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Wilmington Man Sentenced to 26—37 Years for Statutory Sex Offenses, Statutory Rapes

On Thursday, July 16, 2026, Tony Michael Crisco pled guilty in New Hanover County Superior
Court to multiple counts of statutory sex offense and statutory rape. An investigation by both the
Wilmington Police Department and the New Hanover County Sheriff’s Office discovered that Crisco
sexually abused both a family member and an unrelated minor in 2020 and 2021, and that Crisco filmed
some of the sexual assaults. Under a negotiated plea agreement that protected both minor victims from
having to testify in court, the Honorable R. Kent Harrell, Senior Resident Superior Court Judge,
sentenced the 36-year-old defendant to 317 — 441 months active prison time in the North Carolina
Department of Adult Correction. Upon his release from prison, the defendant will have to register as a
sex offender for the remainder of his life and will also be under surveillance via satellite-based
monitoring by the North Carolina Department of Adult Correction. Additionally, Crisco recently
entered guilty pleas to the federal crimes of production and possession of child pornography, and he is
set to be sentenced in United States District Court next week for those charges.

District Attorney Jason W. Smith commends the work of ADA Lance Ochrlein and the law
enforcements officers from both the Wilmington Police Department and the New Hanover County
Sheriff’s Office for successfully resolving this case while protecting the minor victims. “Crimes against
children exploit the most vulnerable members of society and will not be tolerated,” says Smith. “Our
office is pleased that this case resulted in a lengthy prison sentence for the offender without subjecting
his young victims to an emotionally traumatic trial.”
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